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ABSTRACT:

Legal studies have mainly focused on interpretation and application of rules and
regulations, for example, statutes and judicial decisions. but it was the traditional
way of study although the recent approach in contrast integrates with other
disciplines of social sciences. Commonly, it is known as the interdisciplinary
approach, essentially meaning how law functions in the society and impacts
people as whole. This article describes that law is not only the set of rules but it is
actually the mechanism of society. Hence, it is very important to understand the
relationship of legal education with other disciplines. Integrated research is
beneficial in various aspects since it would be more practical because social
sciences relates with human behaviour while law governs the consequences of
such conduct. This article highlights the significance of integrated research of law
with social sciences and intends to illustrate the undeniable bridge between the
wo.

KEYWORDS : Legal Education, Law and Social Science, Law and Society, Legal Study
of Human Behaviour

1) METHODOLOGY:

The research Methodology adopted in this paper is qualitative which is based on
descriptive and analytical methods. The research also follows a brief discussion of
comparative analysis of the relationship exists between legal studies and social sciences
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research. Methods of research adopted here illustrate a constructive role of such
relationship in the development of the legal profession through improving the practical
skills and academic knowledge.

2) HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF LEGAL EDUCATION

Legal education has been presumed as simple education like other professional
qualifications whereas, legal profession demands professionals must be equipped with
knowledge of societal behaviour. The main purpose of legal education is to familiarize
students with institutions, lawmaking, dispute resolution, structure of government, courts,
legal procedure, reasoning etc. Generally , law teaching includes property law, contract law,
constitutional law, court decisions, criminal law but sometimes legal education does not
seem to deal with real world issues in other words, is not very much useful in resolving
day-to-day matters.

Infact, “legal education demonstrates the role of lawyers within a specified society thus,
students’ qualification and regulatory mechanism that governs accreditation and licensure”
possess significance. Therefore , it is essential that a lawyer should have social-
understanding, that is, understands law as a basic element of society not just as written
rules. In such circumstances, the integrated approach creates a deeper understanding
regarding as to how does law work? not just, what is law?

Actually, the gap between legal studies and social sciences pave the way for scholarly
debate that an integrated socio- legal research can improve the understanding of law
students towards the relationship between law and society.

2.1) HAMMURABI CODE:

The legal studies evolved various stages of development. The Hammurabi Code is one of
the foremost legal document dates back to ancient Mesopotamia .It describes laws covering
numerous aspects of daily life forming a legal framework for trade, commerce , property
and personal conduct. The famous principle of code “ an eye for an eye” has reverberated
through legal history, guiding later legal systems.

The legal education has progressed from informal to formal methods. Before, discussing
the modern legal education, it would be better to have a brief examination into its history.
Francis Mundin explained that “legal education consistent of apprenticeships and oral
traditions, aspiring legal professionals learned the law, precedents and the act of persuasion
from experienced mentors, open through the oral transmission of knowledge”(Mundin,
2023).

2.2) CORPUS JURIS CIVILIS

During analyzing the evolution of legal education the influence of Roman legal education
is also important. The” Toga Praetexta™is a prominent feature of the legal educational
system of ancient Rome. It was a special gown which the Roman aspirants used to wear
during their education. It is also noteworthy that the Roman legal training was of high
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standards , including the study of the works of legal scholars as well as interpretation of
legal texts.

It is necessary to mention that Cicero, Gaius and Ulpain, the eminent Roman scholars
contributed greatly in the development of legal principles and teaching standards . Francis
Mundin expresses about that “the Corpus Juris Civilis (Body of Civil Law), compiled by
the Byzantine emperor Justinian 1 in the 6 century, preserved and systemized Roman legal
knowledge, influencing legal education throughout the middle ages and beyond” (Mundin,
2023). Similarly, the University of Bologna is the major example. It contributed in the
formation of law education in medieval Europe. It’s necessary to state that university of
Bologna is considered the mother of law schools due to it’s role in the development of legal
education. The law students from Europe came to study there and teachers like Accursius,
Bartolus and Irnerius were leading members of law faculty in University of Bologna.
Correspondingly, “emergence of the study of Roman, Gratians Decretum, a monumental
compilation and synthesis of church law also introduced at Bologna, and it launched the
study of Canon law as a legal science”(UC Berkeley).

2.3) PRINCIPLE OF STARE DECISIS (JUDGE — MADE LAW)

The literature explains that the relationship between law education and social sciences
research erases the traditional divide. In this context, the principle of stare decisis is
significant that put the foundation of the common law. The common law which is based on
judicial decisions illustrated in reports of judged cases. It consists of procedural remedies.
In other words, these are the legal procedures through which an individual can seek justice
from a court of law. The common law evolved by unifying local customs into common law.
This unification was a great development in the discipline of law. Generally, the common
law is uncodified. UC Berkeley Law mentioned that it is largely based on “ precedents
meaning the judicial decisions that have already been made in similar cases” (UC Berkeley
Law). The emergence of common law contributed in the development of judicial system.
Historically, the formal judicial setup has been introduced comprising circuit judges, jury
and writ Based on the principle of stare decisi i. e, judicial interpretation.

The principle of stare decisis keeps significance in various manners like development of
human rights, accountability, social justice etc.

3) INTRODUCTION:

Law is considered the most important pillar of society that forms social mechanism based
on rules, justice, traditions, customs etc. Infact, law is the source to maintain peace and
order in society. Accordingly, legal education explains the principles of law thus, studying
law with other disciplines of social sciences prepares students to understand how does rule
of law maintain in society? . In short, Law simply be defined as “a set of rules or principles
used to regulate our society or rather control it” stated by Suman Kumar. According to
Kumar “it is set to be a reflection of the wish and will of society. It acts as a social
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framework that establishes norms and regulations that determines behaviour and
communication among individuals and institutions”(Kumar-2024).

Legal education underwent significant changes, indicating the transformation of societies in
legal systems. Since, “ancient to modern times legal education integrated with
philosophical aspects which contributed in developing a comprehensive and informed
understanding of law. The relevance of studying the impact of legal education on human
thought is determined by the need to train competent professionals capable of meeting
modern challenges. changes in the global Legal environment, digitalization of educational
processes and integration of interdisciplinary approaches require new methods and
strategies in legal education” ( Morska 2024). Law is made to operate the society hence, it
can not exist alone without understanding the societal issues .The study of politics,
economics, history, philosophy etc. etc, deeply influence law-making as well as
implementation. The integration of legal education with other disciplines of social studies
help to create a bridge between law and society because one side the integrated method of
legal studies connect the students with real world issues while on the other side, improve
the legal skills.

3.1) LAW CANNOT BE IN ISOLATION

Law cannot be in isolation is a famous phrase means law cannot be interpreted and
implemented without considering other aspects such as constitution, human rights, social
impact ,social values. It has been observed that laws made in isolation generally, conflict
with fundamental rights that leads towards poor implementation. The traditional approach
mainly focuses on case laws, principles, legal rules, statutes which is an isolated method of
analysis. The self- contained approach does not connect the researcher with real- world
issues hence, overlook the effects of law that influences the society. While, integrated
research provides a holistic understanding of complex real world issue. It helps to
understand the other impacts like economic, social, political, other than the legal. Therefore,
the merger of law studies with social sciences research brought a significant impact on
society because law may simply be defined as directives used to regulate a society or in
other words to control it. Suman Kumar states it as “a set to be a reflection of the wish and
will of society. It acts as a social framework that establishes norms and regulations that
determines behaviour and communication among individuals and institutions” (Kumar-
2024). Such believe that law develops artificially is now breaking down. Infact, the
survival of rules, principles, regulations require merger with other aspects of societal affairs.
In this context Marc L. Roark stated that “law that arises from ressentiment norms is
reactionary and rarely survives longer than the reaction is valued by society” (Roark-2009).
In such circumstances the study of law along with research related to other disciplines is an
increasing trend actually, it is due to the growing complexity of modern legal system. The
legal profession has expanded in recent decades and its practice fields are becoming diverse.
Alongside, the traditional areas of law such as criminal, commercial, international and the
like - the new areas of expertise include intellectual property, consumer law, environmental
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law cyber law, technology law and more(Efron, Korazim, Watted-2025). These emerging
areas of law are influenced by the evolving challenges thus, it demands integrated research.

3.2) RELATIONSHIP OF LAW AND SOCIETY :

While, studying the significance of legal studies with other disciplines of social sciences, it
is quiet necessary to analyze the relationship between law and society. There are some
aspects of society which are influenced by law thus, it forms a close relationship that
defines the sense of right and wrong. In other words, law acts as a framework for society as
it shapes out the boundaries — behaviour and values, norms and standards, rights and
freedom, equality and fairness.

3.3) LAW AS A REGULATORY FRAMEWORK

It is necessary to mention that law as a tool works to form the core of society . The
relationship of law with society is pivotal in various senses, one of them is the role of
regulation -- law maintains social order. Social order creates stability and harmony in
society but it requires the understanding of real — world matters which can be understood
by research into other disciplines. This relationship is dynamic — to prove it, the social
sciences research is essential in the contemporary world, “as social science is viewed as an
analytical tool of the law which enhances the lawyer’s effectiveness and hones the legal
scholar’s perception” (Monaghan, Walker-1990).

3.4) LAW AS A SUBJECT OF OTHER DISCIPLINES OR VICE VERSA

Law as a subject in other disciplines or incorporated courses in legal education is a form of
integrated education. This approach provides a deeper and broader understanding of real
world issues. It is essential to understand that the openness to incorporate interdisciplinary
studies has its roots on Legal epistemology (Prihandona-2020). Here, it is significant to
discuss the term epistemology. Epistemology is the knowledge of involvement of law in
society. It includes various aspects like sources of legal authority, interpretation, truth etc, it
is known as jurisprudence. The combination of Incorporated courses with legal education is
a constructive approach that “ helps to integrate conflicting insights from alternative
disciplines”(Patel — 2020). Similarly, law as a subject of other disciplines means study of
law with the lens of different fields. Infact, law is a tool which is used across the scholarly
world to understand the societal set up. Regardless, law a professional education rather, it is
an academic discipline. Being an academic discipline it keeps a dynamic approach as a
research- based field of study which emphasizes not only on doctrinal research but it
intersects with other disciplines Such approach has contributed in filling the gap existed
between law and society. As a matter of fact, the relationship between law and affiliated
fields can not only develop the academia and professional capabilities but also can improve
the legal environment . As, the law education has been considered a professional education
and it's integration with other disciplines would allow the legal experts of law to overcome
the complexities involved in resolving irregularities of human behaviour in social activities
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and business. Actually, it is the basis for the composition of a more effective legal
environment that would meet the needs of society.

4) DISCUSSION

The integration of legal studies with social sciences research opens up new doors of
discussion. This combination creates innovative approach of understanding the real world
issues which directly or indirectly influence the human life. The basic purpose of writing
this article is not to elaborate how legal education can contribute to the social sciences? ,
how legal education can contribute to the goal of liberal education?

Preferably, the focus of this article is on suggesting in the context of Tim Bernard that
“ the inclusion of social scientific perspective on law reducing the problems and gaps
which legal scholars and legal organizations have themselves noted between legal
education and the expressed needs of the legal profession. The article will then specifically
considered the relevance of social science instruction for teaching over facilitating civics
add public service, crucial scholarship and reflective legal practice, professionalism and
ethics, specialization and multidisciplinary practice and skills training and orientation to
legal practice” (Berard-2009).

As it has earlier been discussed that law cannot be isolated hence its relation with social
sciences through research can provide an enriched understanding of law as a dynamic
social force. It would be repeated that the legal studies and social sciences research impact
is significant, it bridges the gap between theoretical legal studies and real world societal
issues by using the methods of survey, statistical analysis, interviews etc.

George Priest writes, in his article in the journal of Legal Education, titled © Social Science
Theory and Legal Education : The Law School as University’ that “we must abandon the
notion that law is a subject that can be usefully studied by persons trained only in the law”
and accept that the “ legal system is simply another setting for the expression of whatever
are the deeper determinants of human behaviour”.He further says, “legal scholars who
entered the academy believing that law and the legal system were subjects of intellectual
importance” . wrote George were simply ‘wrong’. .He declared that “it was then
universally accepted that the legal system can be best understood with the methods and
theories of social sciences”. James Huffman again mentions George Priest who states that,
“legal scholars with “true intellectual courage, would abandon the law and become full -
time social scientists” (Huffman). Actually, it proves that law is not a science that can be
studied in isolation. It does not flourish in vacuum. The social sciences research provides
support as tool to examine the law in various contexts like, interpretation, enforcement,
implementation, formation, reformation.

Now a few combinations of law with other disciplines have been discussed to examine the
integration of legal education with social sciences research.
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4.1) LAW AND SOCIOLOGY

Legal education can not be isolated and it’s influence can be enhanced by integrating it
with the social sciences research. Sociology as a discipline is of significance and it is
closely connected with law. Although, the study of legal education means the study of
social control while, sociology is the study of society including justice, equality, morals,
traditions, norms etc. In law, just as in sociology, it seems that the right solution lies in the
middle. Every law is undoubtedly laid down with regard to certain purposes and some of
these purposes are of a more lasting nature while others are only transient (Krystufek-1974).
The discipline of sociology has deep impact of law or vice versa, legal sociology is thus, a
part of sociology which deals with problems of law without restricting the field of legal
science (Krystufek — 1974).

4.2) LAW AND ECONOMICS

Law and economics also generally known as “ economic analysis of law”. It is an
interdisciplinary approach. Because, economics directly or indirectly influence law.
Inherently , law provides the structure within which economic operations and interactions
occur. Property rights , contract and torts are legal concepts that establish the boundaries of
economic activities, enabling individuals and businesses to engage in commerce with the
degree of certainty and security. In turn, “economics provides the analytical tools to
understand and evaluate the efficiency and fairness of legal rules and institutions”(Roy-
2024). Hence, the combination of both can enhance the understanding of economic
behaviour.

4.3) LAW AND PSYCHOLOGY

The legal education keeps deep influence on almost every field of life. Psychology is a
discipline of social sciences but the relationship develops by their integration is very
effective for societal setup. The application of psychological principles on legal processes
help to make the legal mechanism more realistic and also enables to understand the human
mindset. “ The field of psychology and law uses resources, research methods and findings
of social psychology and cognitive psychology developmental psychology and clinical
psychology to examine legal assumptions to evaluate whether they truly work or not and
think in ways to expand them” (Law Teacher-2025).

In recent era, the interdisciplinary studies of law and psychology are developing area to
examine(Ishani-2025).

4.4) LAW AND POLITICAL SCIENCE

A few disciplines of social sciences have already been explained to highlight the integration
of legal education with social sciences research. Now, here the residential relationship of
law and political science has been discussed. These 2 are closely connected disciplines.
James Wilson, an eminent American jurists, states that “law is great strength of government”
underscores the ““ indispensable nature of law in governance”(Jha — 2024).
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As a matter of fact, integration of political science and law create a strong bridge
addressing the relationship of state and individual. Undoubtedly , political science holds
significance in “ comprehending the comprehensive landscape of law and justice”(Jha-
2024).The social sciences research in political science explains how societies are governed
and studying them to gather helps in understanding the mechanism of state which is known
as social scientific study of It is important to state that the diversity of scholarly interest in
law and politics also reflects the interdisciplinary conversation that the field
invites(Whittington).

4.5) LAW AND CRIMINOLOGY

Yet another important discipline of social sciences that keeps significance in integrating
with legal studies is criminology. Firstly, it is to clarify that Criminology is the examination
of human behaviour. the study of human behaviour includes the causes which influence the
crime in any society. The factors includes injustice,, poverty, corruption, ethical etc.

It is also to acknowledge here that criminological research employees “ variety of methods
to investigate crime, criminal behaviour and the effectiveness of interventions. These
methods provide valuable data for policy development and criminal justice reform” (Cross-
2023). The research in criminology contributes to find the reason of crime and it’s
prevention. Whereas, Law focuses on what or to be punished .In other words, Criminology
is the scientific study of crime but it does not deal with rules.

Here, it seems necessary to give a brief differentiation between criminal law and
criminology. Jianhong Liu and Honglan Shuai state that ““ law concentrates on the legal
norms of crime and the idea of legal dogmatic Through applying interpretative, Logical and
inference methods. In contrast, criminology is the study of individual criminals and
offenders using scientific or empirical methods (qualitative and quantitative research
methods) such as, surveys, interviews, experiments, content analysis and so on” (Shuai, Li-
2023).

4.6) CHALLENGES IN INTEGRATING LEGAL STUDIES WITH SOCIAL
SCIENCES RESEARCH

The integrated legal education with social sciences research is a growing field of study in
the contemporary world. It keeps the influence to deal with daily life issues. This method of
research can prepare better legal professionals who would deal with complex legal issues
related to society.

4.6.1) METHODOLOGICAL VARIATIONS

The first challenge that the integration of legal education with social sciences research
confronts is harmonizing the methodological variations. The traditional legal education is
based on doctrinal research means study of statutes, case laws, precedents. However, the
modern research methods are innovative in the sense that they are not lecture — based and
depend upon class rooms rather derived from clinical legal education, group discussions,
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mooting, mock cases. Consequently, the modern methods have given an outstanding shift
to the legal education. But, integration of legal studies and social sciences research produce
differentiation in methodological approaches. The integration of both require socio-legal
methods of research removing the variations. Such approach is the study of law in social
context. Nandini Gary mentions, “the modernization of the legal education with research
and methodologies in the contemporary era with the inclusion of case studies, assignments,
projects, field studies could be part of the academic curriculum and delivery of these tasks
on a time bound manner shall ensure the solving of the ground issues being faced by the
society. Legal experts as rightly called are the social engineers, who design and construct
the legal framework in the society to deliver the demands of social, political and economic
justice”(Garg-2020).

4.6.2) LACK OF CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT

Conventionally , law educational system has been formed to develop the professional
abilities of students. Such academic legal system is examined in the context of view taken
by the A. Q Sial an eminent scholar and author of reforms in legal education system of
Pakistan “law curriculum is designed to train students to know law and practicing skills”
( Sial-2009). Now, it is a valid point taken by Sial that to meet the social complexities the
law curriculum requires rapid modification . It can only be possible when the recent legal
education must search for social problems and possible reforms. He further emphasized
that, “ it may be used as an instrument for social reforms and social justice” (Sial-2009).

4.6.3) TERMINOLOGY BARRIER

Terminology barrier is a significant challenge in integrated research of legal education and
social sciences. Undoubtedly, this challenge hinders the understanding and effective
integrated research eventually, it is the major obstacle in filling the gap. Each discipline has
its own vocabulary similarly, as legal studies which has its own legal terms.

Unfortunately ,when researcher from legal background collaborates with social sciences
researcher would have to face misunderstanding, miscommunication and confusion. It can
be overcome by sharing glossaries and workshops on interdisciplinary approach and using
simple language to make the access more easier.

4.6.4) RESISTANCE TO CHANGE

Another challenge found in bridging the gap for collaborative research is the reluctance
Interdisciplinary approach. There are various reasons in this regard but the most crucial is
the believe that integrated research of legal education with social sciences can weaken the
purity of law.

Another strong belief is that law is a professional qualification demands practice rather than
research.

4.6.5) INSTITUTIONAL DEFICIENCIES
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Besides, the matter of individual ‘s wish and will, the role of institution is more significant.
Most of the time, institutions do not provide support in integrated research. Although, it has
been acknowledged that students should integrate the knowledge from their various courses
but institutions show deficiency in doing so. Unfortunately, students are left to do it on their
own. In this manner a very different approach is called by Jonathan Smith, Dean of the
College at the University of Chicago. He proclaimed on ‘iron law’. According to him,
“Students shall not be expected to integrate anything that the faculty can’t or won’t!” The
reason behind his proclamation is that “integration of knowledge is not likely to occur
unless the faculty model it in the classroom, they help students to acquire the skills to do it
on their own and they award credit for its achievement” (Gaff-1994).

Unfortunately, academic institutions treat law and social sciences as to separate disciplines
and emphasize on differences exist among the law and social sciences for instance,
research methods, the law research is traditionally based on doctrinal method while the
social sciences research prioritizes qualitative or quantitative . Apart from that, sometimes
institutions adopt strict admission policy that denies the equivalency or evaluation
regarding interdisciplinary research.

5) FINDINGS

1. Law can not be understood in isolation. It is deeply connected with real-
world problems.

2. The legal framework cannot be applied without understanding the
operational challenges.

3. The law enforcement or implementation heavily depends upon real-life
issues.

4. Political institutions are formed by studying social and political interests
rather than legal rules.

5. The integration of legal studies with social sciences research requires mixed
methods of research which would combine doctrinal analysis with
qualitative and quantitative methods.

CONCLUSION

In concluding this article it is essential to state that the method of bridging the divide
between legal education and social sciences research is integral. The law can not be
effective unless and until it is understood with the study of real-life issues.

It is also known as empirical legal studies that interacts the doctrinal research with societal
mechanism. The combination of legal studies and social sciences research provides a
valuable insight into complex matters of society. On the other hand, this approach enhances
the academic and practical skills of law students through social awareness. The
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contemporary global issues like environment, poverty, cyber security, intellectual property
disputes, arbitration and mediation, are complicated which can not be easily be navigated
with a single disciplinary lens.
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